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who helped make this bill a reality and 
the many responsible companies that 
are taking steps to help ensure their 
sourcing of minerals does not con-
tribute to the horrific violence in min-
eral-rich Congo. The Congolese people 
have suffered entirely too much, and I 
sincerely believe that these efforts will 
be part of the long-term solution to the 
quest for stability and peace in their 
country. 

f 

RECESS APPOINTMENT DECISION 
Mr. ENZI. Madam President, I wish 

to applaud the Supreme Court’s unani-
mous decision that the President’s 
January 4, 2012 appointments to the 
NLRB were unconstitutional. As you 
know, I was the Ranking Member on 
the Senate Health, Education, Labor 
and Pensions Committee in 2012, and 
when these appointments were made I 
expressed my concern with the admin-
istration’s contempt for small busi-
nesses and the Senate’s confirmation 
and vetting process. I was also proud to 
cosign an amicus brief led by our Re-
publican leader against these pro- 
forma session appointments. 

The Appointments Clause of our Con-
stitution provides that ‘‘the President 
shall nominate, and by and with the 
Advice and Consent of the Senate, shall 
appoint Ambassadors, other public 
Ministers and Consuls, Judges of the 
Supreme Court, and all other Officers 
of the United States, whose appoint-
ments are not herein otherwise pro-
vided for, and which shall be estab-
lished by law.’’ Today the Supreme 
Court validated the Senate’s important 
advice and consent role in the con-
firmation process. 

These unconstitutional appointments 
are just one example of the executive 
branch overreach that Americans face 
every day under this administration. In 
his State of the Union address, Presi-
dent Obama said that since he is un-
able to rely on Congress to rubber 
stamp his agenda, he intends to use ex-
ecutive orders to avoid the legislative 
process altogether. This is certainly 
not a new practice for him: President 
Obama has issued more executive or-
ders and economically significant rules 
and regulations than President George 
W. Bush, Clinton or Reagan. I hope to-
day’s Supreme Court decision will 
serve as the impetus that brings my 
colleagues together to say enough is 
enough. 

One issue we need to stand up to the 
administration about is its war on 
coal. Earlier this month the EPA 
issued new regulations that try to 
force a backdoor cap and tax proposal 
on Americans that Congress has re-
jected. Senators on both sides of the 
aisle realized a couple of years ago that 
coal is one of our best sources of en-
ergy and that cap and tax was an ex-
tremely expensive and bad idea. I urge 
those Senators to come together again 
and make the President withdraw his 
cap and tax regulation. 

Another issue we need to stand up to 
the President about is his attempt to 

control all our water. In March the 
EPA proposed a new rule that could 
allow the administration to regulate 
all bodies of water, no matter how 
small, and regardless of whether the 
water is on public or private property. 
We have already experienced that at-
tempt at control in Wyoming, where 
the EPA tried to fine an individual up 
to $75,000 per day for the pond he built 
on his private property. Mark Twain 
once said, ‘‘in the West, whiskey is for 
drinking. Water is for fighting over.’’ I 
urge my Western State colleagues to 
come together and make the President 
withdraw his waters of the United 
States regulation. 

We do not have to wait for the Su-
preme Court to act on these examples 
of executive overreach. The Congres-
sional Review Act provides an expe-
dited procedure for us to consider a res-
olution of disapproval of the Presi-
dent’s rules. Under the CRA, before any 
final rule can become effective it must 
be filed with each House of Congress 
and GAO. Within 60 days after Congress 
receives an agency’s rule, we can intro-
duce a resolution of disapproval to nul-
lify the rule. The CRA also guarantees 
us a vote because 30 of us can sign a pe-
tition to discharge the resolution from 
Committee, and the motion to proceed 
to the resolution is not subject to 
amendment, motion to postpone, or 
motion to proceed to other business. I 
hope I have 29 colleagues willing to 
join me in signing petitions to dis-
charge resolutions of disapproval re-
garding both of these rules. 

There are also areas where the ad-
ministration is not acting when it 
should, and I hope my colleagues will 
push the administration to spend its 
time taking actions that help, not 
hurt, America. 

Officials from the IRS, Treasury De-
partment, and White House did not tell 
Congress when they realized IRS 
emails had been lost that were relevant 
to bipartisan committee investiga-
tions. The administration knew about 
those emails for at least 2 months be-
fore the Senate Finance Committee 
was informed. I urge my colleagues to 
come together and insist on full disclo-
sure from the administration regarding 
allegations of political targeting by 
the IRS. A Finance Committee hearing 
about the lost IRS emails would be an 
excellent step in getting to the bottom 
of this issue. 

The administration has not approved 
the Keystone Pipeline application that 
has been pending for more than 5 years. 
The State Department has done five re-
views of the project and determined 
that the pipeline would cause no sig-
nificant environmental impacts. The 
pipeline would create about 42,000 jobs. 
Our Energy Committee has passed leg-
islation to build the pipeline. A bipar-
tisan group of at least 55 Senators say 
they want to build the pipeline. I urge 
that group to come together and insist 
the President let the pipeline go for-
ward. 

These are not the only areas where 
the President has acted when he should 

not have, and has not acted when he 
should have. But they are important to 
Wyoming and America, and I urge my 
colleagues to stand up to the executive 
branch now rather than waiting for the 
Supreme Court on another issue. 

f 

STOPPING SCHOOL TRAGEDIES 
Mr. LEVIN Mr. President, every 

morning around our Nation, as young 
people walk into their schools, they are 
reminded of our Nation’s epidemic of 
gun violence. The sights and sounds of 
an American school day—lockers clos-
ing, the morning bell—now compete 
with more disconcerting scenes: metal 
detectors, security cameras, and armed 
guards. Students interrupt math and 
science lessons to participate in active 
shooter drills. Parents everywhere ask 
the same, legitimate question: Are my 
kids safe in their school? 

They are right to be concerned. On 
June 10, a 15-year-old boy in Oregon 
brought a military-style assault rifle, 
nine magazines of ammunition, a hand-
gun, and a knife to his high school. 
There, he murdered a classmate and ex-
changed gunfire with police before tak-
ing his own life. Several reports have 
counted this as the 74th instance of a 
shot being fired inside or near an 
American school since the tragic 
events of December 14, 2012, when a 
mentally deranged individual stole the 
lives of 27 people, 20 of them children, 
at Sandy Hook Elementary School in 
Newtown, Connecticut. The only num-
ber of such instances that America 
should accept is zero. 

It does not have to continue this 
way. The Newtown shooting, along 
with so many other horrific instances, 
created overwhelming consensus 
among Americans that Congress needs 
to act to stop this senseless gun vio-
lence. Polls now routinely show that 
more than 90 percent of the American 
public supports the passage of legisla-
tion to require simple background 
checks to be conducted on all gun 
sales. Recent reports have shown that 
95 percent of internal medicine physi-
cians in our Nation agree. And 76 per-
cent of these physicians believe that 
gun safety legislation would ‘‘help to 
reduce the risk for gun-related injuries 
or death.’’ Organizations outside of 
government have engaged in important 
work to reduce gun violence in our so-
ciety, including a recent initiative 
spearheaded by the Brady Campaign to 
Prevent Gun Violence that encourages 
parents to keep their kids safe by ask-
ing a simple question: ‘‘Is there an un-
locked gun where my child plays?’’ 

But as long as Congress continues to 
ignore the American people, the funda-
mental problems remain. Today, in 
places all around our Nation, a con-
victed felon, a domestic abuser, a dan-
gerously mentally ill individual, or a 
confused and angry teenager can still 
buy a firearm from an unlicensed deal-
er without undergoing any sort of 
background check. And at almost any 
time, a mentally ill young person can 
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take their parent’s military-style as-
sault weapons, designed for no purpose 
other than murder, and commit an un-
speakable atrocity, as happened that 
sad day in Newtown. 

Our country is not a war zone. Our 
Founding Fathers did not set forth to 
create a nation where parents walk 
through school hallways wondering if 
the doors and windows are thick 
enough. Or where communities turn on 
their televisions to tragic news, day 
after day, and have the same thought: 
‘‘That could be us next time.’’ 

It is long past time for Congress to 
live up to our responsibility to protect 
the American people. I urge my col-
leagues to take up and pass urgently 
needed, commonsense legislation to re-
duce gun violence in our society. The 
American people deserve nothing less. 

f 

INDEPENDENCE DAY 
Mr. CARDIN. Madam President, on 

June 7, 1776, Virginian Richard Henry 
Lee introduced a motion in the Second 
Continental Congress to declare the 13 
American colonies’ independence from 
Great Britain. Four days later, Con-
gress established a committee—the 
Committee of Five—to draft a state-
ment proclaiming and justifying Amer-
ican independence. The Committee 
consisted of John Adams (Massachu-
setts), Benjamin Franklin (Pennsyl-
vania), Thomas Jefferson (Virginia), 
Robert Livingston (New York), and 
Roger Sherman (Connecticut) and as-
signed the duty of writing the first 
draft to Thomas Jefferson. The Com-
mittee left no minutes so we aren’t 
sure how many iterations of the docu-
ment were drafted before the Com-
mittee presented the final version to 
Congress on June 28, 1776—an action 
immortalized by the artist John Trum-
bull in a painting that hangs in the 
Capitol Rotunda. 

On Monday, July 1, 1776, the Com-
mittee of the Whole debated the Lee 
Resolution. Jefferson wrote that they 
were ‘‘exhausted by a debate of nine 
hours, during which all the powers of 
the soul had been distended with the 
magnitude of the object.’’ The Com-
mittee of the Whole voted 9–2 to adopt 
the Lee Resolution. The following 
day—July 2, 1776—Congress heard the 
report of the Committee of the Whole 
and declared the sovereign status of 
the American colonies. The Declara-
tion of Independence was given its sec-
ond reading before Congress adjourned 
for the day. On July 3, 1776, the Dec-
laration received its third reading and 
final edits. The text’s formal adoption 
was deferred until the following morn-
ing—July 4, 1776. That evening, the 
Committee of Five reconvened to pre-
pare the final ‘‘fair copy’’ of the docu-
ment, which was delivered to the 29- 
year-old Irish immigrant printer John 
Dunlap, with orders from John Han-
cock to print ‘‘broadside’’ copies. 
Dunlap worked into the night setting 
the type and running off 200 or so 
broadside sheets—now known as the 

Dunlap broadsides—which became the 
first published copies of the Declara-
tion of Independence. Twenty-six of the 
original Dunlap broadsides—or frag-
ments of them—are extant. Here in 
Washington, the Library of Congress 
has two and the National Archives has 
one. In January 1777, Congress commis-
sioned publisher Mary Katherine God-
dard to produce a new broadside of the 
Declaration of Independence that listed 
the individuals who signed it. 

And so, here we are 238 years later, 
preparing once again to celebrate the 
birth of our Nation and the document 
that proclaimed it. We will have appro-
priate celebrations from the National 
Mall to small towns across America. 
We will gather with families and 
friends in communities large and small 
to relax and refresh ourselves. And we 
will reflect on the blessings of liberty 
that have been bequeathed to us. We 
must never take those blessings for 
granted. Americans have fought and 
died to defend them and people around 
the world have fought and died to ob-
tain them. 

We cannot calculate what we owe to 
Thomas Jefferson and the Committee 
of Five. But, as Abraham Lincoln sum-
moned all Americans in 1863 at Gettys-
burg, we can dedicate ourselves to the 
‘‘great task remaining before us . . . 
that this nation, under God, shall have 
a new birth of freedom—and that gov-
ernment of the people, by the people, 
for the people, shall not perish from 
the earth.’’ The stakes are high, for as 
President Franklin Delano Roosevelt 
remarked in his fireside chat on May 
26, 1940, ‘‘We defend and build a way of 
life, not for America alone, but for all 
mankind.’’ That is our unique and sol-
emn responsibility as Americans, and 
our cherished privilege. 

I wish all of my colleagues, my fellow 
Marylanders, and all Americans a 
happy and safe Fourth of July. 

f 

50TH ANNIVERSARY OF FREEDOM 
SUMMER AND CIVIL RIGHTS ACT 
OF 1964 

Mr. CARDIN. Madam President, I 
wish to commemorate the 50th anni-
versary of Freedom Summer and the 
Civil Rights Act of 1964, and to talk for 
a few minutes about how Senators can 
work together to make this a more per-
fect Union and guarantee equal justice 
under the law to all Americans. 

Freedom Summer was a campaign in 
Mississippi to register Black voters 
during the summer of 1964. In 1964, 
most Black voters were disenfranchised 
by law or practice in Mississippi, not-
withstanding the 15th Amendment to 
the Constitution, which was ratified in 
1870. The 15th Amendment provides 
that ‘‘the rights of citizens of the 
United States to vote shall not be de-
nied or abridged by . . . any State on 
account of race, color, or previous con-
dition of servitude.’’ 

On January 23, 1964, the States rati-
fied the 24th Amendment to the Con-
stitution, which provides that ‘‘the 

rights of citizens of the United States 
to vote in any primary or other [Fed-
eral] election . . . shall not be denied 
or abridged . . . by any State by reason 
of failure to pay any poll tax or other 
tax.’’ 

The Freedom Summer voting rights 
initiative was led by the Student Non-
violent Coordinating Committee, 
SNCC, with the support of the Council 
of Federated Organizations, COFO, 
which included the National Associa-
tion for the Advancement of Colored 
People, NAACP, the Congress of Racial 
Equality, referred to in this preamble 
as the CORE, and the Southern Chris-
tian Leadership Conference, SCLC. 

Thousands of students and activists 
participated in 2-week orientation ses-
sions in preparation for the voter reg-
istration drive in Mississippi. In 1962, 
at 6.7 percent of the State’s Black pop-
ulation, Mississippi had one of the low-
est percentages of Black registered 
voters in the country. 

Tragically, three civil rights volun-
teers lost their lives in their attempts 
to secure voting rights for Blacks. An-
drew Goodman was a White 20-year-old 
anthropology major from Queens Col-
lege who volunteered for the Freedom 
Summer project. James Chaney was a 
21-year-old Black man from Meridian, 
MS, who became a civil rights activist, 
joining the CORE in 1963 to work on 
voter registration and education. Mi-
chael ‘‘Mickey’’ Schwerner was a 24- 
year-old White man from Brooklyn, 
NY, who was a CORE field secretary in 
Mississippi and a veteran of the civil 
rights movement. 

On the morning of June 21, 1964, the 
three men left the CORE office in Me-
ridian, MS, and set out for Longdale, 
MS, where they were to investigate the 
recent burning of the Mount Zion 
Methodist Church, a Black church that 
had been functioning as a freedom 
school to promote education and voter 
registration. The three civil rights 
workers were beaten, shot, and killed 
by members of the Ku Klux Klan, after 
being turned over by local police. 

The national uproar in response to 
these brave men’s deaths, which oc-
curred shortly before enactment of the 
Civil Rights Act of 1964, helped build 
the momentum and national consensus 
necessary to bring about passage of the 
Voting Rights Act of 1965. 

So as we celebrate the anniversaries 
of these landmarks pieces of civil 
rights legislation, we are reminded 
that there is more work to be done. As 
former Senator Ted Kennedy used to 
say, ‘‘Civil rights is the great unfin-
ished business of America.’’ 

One year ago this week the Supreme 
Court issued its decision in Shelby 
County v. Holder, which struck down 
section 4 of the Voting Rights Act, in-
validating the coverage formula that 
determines which jurisdictions are sub-
ject to the preclearance provisions of 
the act. 

Congress must act to reverse the er-
roneous decision by the Supreme Court 
which overturned several important 
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